THE PRODIGAL SON (Gospel Message)
Today I want to share on a Parable which was told by Jesus to emphasize God’s incredible love for the lost.
· Life is full of choices

· The choices that we have made in the past have influenced where we are today

· The choices we make today will impact our future

· In the Parable of the lost or prodigal son we see the younger son making a choice to live his life independent of his father’s will. 

· So too many people have chosen to live independent of God’s will for their life. I will now begin reading this parable that Jesus shared.
“A certain man had two sons.  (v.11) And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’  So he divided to them his livelihood. (v.12) And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. (v.13)

· We have a very real adversary (the Devil) who is out to rob us of all that God has planned for our lives

· Through wrong choices we see here the prodigal son lost everything

· The Devil continually looks for every opportunity to destroy lives and to distract Believers from realizing their full potential in Christ. The Apostle Peter wrote, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” (1 Peter 5:8)
· ONLY GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE WILL EVER TRULY FULFILL US (His plan will always involve living for others)

· Jesus Himself said, “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)
“But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want.  (v.14) Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. (v.15) And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods the swine ate, and no one gave him anything. (v.16)
· Here we see the lost son had reached rock bottom

· When we have money we can have many friends
· When we have lost everything we know who are our true friends
· Here we see that no one would help the lost son.
· Often we need to get to rock bottom before we finally surrender our lives to Jesus
· We then see the prodigal son coming to his senses
But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger. (v. 17)
‘I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, (v. 18) and I am no longer worthy to be called your son.  Make me like one of your hired servants.”’ (v. 19)
· Here we see the lost son making a choice to repent and go back to his father

· The father had undoubtedly been broken hearted for some time
· Most days I assume that he would have peered out in the distance hoping to see the return of his lost son
· He never stopped loving his son and hoping for his return
· So too God is always longing to be in a relationship with each and every one of us
· God has great compassion on those who are lost and bound up in sin, the addicted and the broken hearted
· When the father saw his lost son coming towards him, by now obviously underweight, poorly clothed and dirty, we see that he was gripped with compassion
“And he arose and came to his father.  But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. (v. 20)
“And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ (v. 21) 

But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. (v. 22) ‘And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; (v. 23) ‘for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’  And they began to be merry. (v.24)   (Luke 15:11-24)
· Here we see that the lost son was restored back to full sonship when he returned to his father

· There was great joy when they celebrated the return of the lost son

· Jesus Himself said, 
“I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.  (Luke 15:4-7)
· Today you may be lost and heading down the wrong path in life

· Today Jesus is reaching out to you with His arms of love

· Today if you have never yet received Jesus into your heart and life He is knocking at the door of your heart.

· He wants you to become a part of God’s eternal family. In the gospel of John we read, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.        (John 1:12-13)
· God wants to see you living a life which is full of fulfillment and purpose because He loves you.

No matter how many failures you have had in the past today is the first day of the rest of your life

· Jesus Christ loves you with a passion and wants to see you being blessed in every area of your life, and

· That you would never again feel totally alone and rejected in your life, but that you would know His great love for you. 

· Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.” (John 15:13)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die, yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-9)
· Jesus Christ bled and died on the cross to pay in full the penalty for our sins

· He was buried but on the third day He arose triumphantly from the dead and He is alive for evermore. Jesus said, “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.” (Revelations 1:17-18)
· Today He is wanting to come into your life

· He loves you and has a good plan for your life

Maybe today you have known the Lord for many years but you have never fully surrendered your plans to Him. 
Today you can recommit you life to Him knowing that “He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1:6)

Maybe today you once knew Jesus intimately but you have grown cold in your faith. Today Jesus is reaching out to you
Today Jesus is standing at the door of your heart knocking

Today will you open up your heart and life to Him?
“Father God today I confess that I have lived for myself and sinned against You.  Today I choose to turn from my sins and to live for You. I believe that Jesus Christ bled and died on the cross to pay the penalty for all of my sins and that He arose from the dead three days later. Today I repent of my sins and I invite You Jesus Christ to come into my heart and life to be my Lord and Saviour and best friend from this day on. I choose to surrender my life to You and to allow You to guide and direct my steps from this day on. Amen  

